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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Prohibits a postsecondary education institution from using the 

word “college” in its name unless the institution is approved by an accrediting organization, 

recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, to offer specialized or academic degree 

programs.  Authorizes postsecondary education institutions, which are authorized under the 

Postsecondary Education Authorization Act of 1974 (AA74), to enroll students who do not 

possess a high school diploma or equivalent in training programs for a profession or trade that 

does not require a high school diploma or equivalent in order to obtain a license, certification, or 

other credential.  

 

Requires the Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC) to study the fees assessed for its 

regulatory activities over postsecondary institutions authorized under AA74, and to prepare an 

annual report on the budget for these activities; fees currently being charged; revenues in excess 

of the annual budgeted regulatory activities; and the schedule for rebating any excess funds that 

are collected. 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 
 

Assumptions: 

 

• No significant increase in student enrollment at public postsecondary institutions.  Any 

increase in state revenue from an increase in tuition and fees will be not significant. 

• THEC will perform the study without an increase in personnel or a reduction in other 

budgeted items. Any increase in state expenditures will be not significant. 
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 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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